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PRESS RELEASE 
 

The SENER Foundation presents its Best Doctoral Thesis award as part 
of the SENER Innovation Forum 

 
 Sara Mateo Fernández received the award, worth 12,000 euros. 

 This year's edition also saw honorary awards presented to two second-place winners. 

Madrid, 12 September 2019 - The President of the SENER Foundation and Vice-president of the SENER 
Group, Andrés Sendagorta, presented the award and two second-place prizes for Best Doctoral Thesis 
as part of the SENER Group's 4th Innovation Forum, which is being held on September 12th and 13th at 
the Parador de Alcalá de Henares (Madrid).  

The author of the winning thesis, Sara Mateo Fernández, and her advisors, Manuel Andrés Rodrigo 
and Francisco Jesús Fernández Morales, collected the awards for the work entitled Towards the 
development of highly efficient microbial fuel cells, presented at the University of Castilla-La Mancha 
in 2018. 

Also presented at this year's edition were two second-place awards, given to two doctors from 
the Polytechnic University of Madrid: Juan Fombellida Vetas, recognized for his work Contribution of 
artificial metaplasticity to pattern recognition, advised by José Manuel Ferrández Vicente and Diego 
Andina de la Fuente; and Juan Manuel Rivero Fernández, for his research on Fluid Dynamic Problems 
of High-Speed Trains in Tunnels, whose advisor is Manuel Rodríguez Fernández.  

During his speech at this year's awards ceremony, the President of the SENER Foundation, Andrés 
Sendagorta, wanted to highlight the scientific rigor of the research, "which made it very difficult for 
the jury to decide on the winner and which prompted us to grant two second-place awards." He also 
highlighted "the importance of promoting research and innovation among young people and academia, 
an aspect that SENER has always endorsed through its relationship with various universities and the 
involvement of SENER professionals in the educational programs of institutions."  

The overall winner, Sara Mateo, thanked the SENER Foundation on behalf of all the winners for 
this recognition, "which provides an incentive to research and is a great reward for the work done and 
to which everyone has devoted so much time and effort." 

Through this annual recognition, the SENER Foundation seeks to stimulate research at the highest 
level in those areas of science and technology in which SENER is active, that is, in the Aerospace, 
Infrastructure and Transport, Renewable Energy, Power, Oil & Gas and Naval sectors. For that reason, 
the panel is composed of professors in the aforementioned scientific and technological disciplines, in 
addition to PhDs from SENER's technical team, patrons of the SENER Foundation with doctoral degrees, 
and past winners of this award. 

 
The SENER Foundation's Award for the Best Doctoral Thesis is worth €12,000 for the author of 

the thesis, with €3,000 to be distributed among the thesis advisors. The next edition will be convened 
in the third quarter of 2019 through the SENER Foundation website, www.fundacion.sener.  
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About the SENER Foundation 
 
The SENER Foundation was created in May of 2002 by the SENER Engineering Group and the Sendagorta family, in order to 
sponsor initiatives and joint activities. 2017 marked 15 years of the SENER Foundation contributing to serve the community 
through activities focused on education and training, and in this way it has helped develop the socially responsible nature 
of the company's professional activities.  
 

The objectives of the SENER Foundation are: to promote the spirit of the founders of SENER, which is characterized by 
the search for scientific and technological knowledge; to apply this knowledge to engineering projects in order to achieve 
the best solutions adapted to the needs of our times and surroundings; to support the work and/or training of individuals 
or groups that show excellence in their abilities and initiative, scientific or technological capabilities, and ethical 
responsibility; and to promote the moral and material advancement of society through programs and projects focused on 
science and technology. 

 

About SENER 
 
SENER is a private engineering and technology business group founded in 1956. Its aim is to offer its clients the most advanced 
technological solutions and to achieve international recognition based on its independence and commitment to innovation 
and quality. SENER has 2,300 professionals at its centers in Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, South Korea, Chile, 
China, United Arab Emirates, Spain, Morocco, Mexico, Poland, Portugal, the United Kingdom and South Africa. The group's 
ordinary operating income exceeds 589 million euros (figures for 2018).  
 

SENER brings together Aerospace and Engineering activity and has holdings in industrial companies working in the field 
of energy, through SENER Renewable Investments. SENER Aerospace has more than 50 years' experience and is a leading 
supplier for Space, Defense and Aeronautics. SENER Engineering has become a world leader in the Infrastructure, Energy 
and Naval sectors.   
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