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PRESS RELEASE 

                                                                                                                                                                   
A doctorate student from the University of A Coruña receives the 
SENER Foundation Best Doctoral Thesis Award  
 
Madrid (Spain), April 12, 2016 - Ibuki Kusano, from the School of Civil Engineering of the University of 
A Coruña, has been presented with the Best Doctoral Thesis Award by the SENER Foundation, an 
institution that belongs to the SENER engineering and technology group. Doctor Kusano received this 
award for her doctoral thesis entitled ‘Reliability Based Design Optimization of long-span bridges 
under flutter constraint’.  

 
On Tuesday April 12, the President of the SENER Foundation and Honorary President of SENER, 

Enrique de Sendagorta, presented the prize to the author of the thesis and to her supervisors, the 
thesis Directors José Ángel Jurado Albarracín-Martinón and Aitor Baldomir García, in a ceremony at 
SENER’s offices in Madrid that was attended by the President of SENER, Jorge Sendagorta, the 
Director of the SENER Foundation, Juan Seijas, and the trustees of the Foundation. 

 
Juan Seijas highlighted that “the excellent work undertaken in this doctoral thesis represents a 

step forward in the search for excellence that should be a guiding principal for all SENER engineers. 
Doctor Kusano has specialized in bridge engineering, where it is still essential to have a range of 
reliable tools to design safe structures that avoid not only disasters, but also discomfort for 
passengers, which in some famous cases have led bridges to be redesigned after opening”. 

 
With this annual prize, now in its fourth year, the SENER Foundation aims to stimulate research of 

the highest level in the scientific and technical areas in which SENER operates, i.e. in the Aerospace, 
Infrastructures and Transport, Power, Oil & Gas, and Marine sectors. The jury therefore comprises 
professors from the aforementioned scientific and technological disciplines, as well as doctors from 
SENER’s technical team, and trustees of the SENER Foundation who also hold doctorates. 

 
The SENER Foundation Best Doctoral Thesis Award consists of a €12,000 prize for the author of the 

thesis and a further €3,000 for the thesis supervisors. The next edition of the award will be 
announced in the third quarter of 2016 via the SENER Foundation website, 
http://www.fundacionsener.es. 

 

About the SENER Foundation 
The SENER Foundation was created in May 2002 by SENER Grupo de Ingeniería and the Sendagorta family, with 
the aim of promoting initiatives and activities based on two principles: making a social contribution to the 
community by training professionals, and undertaking socially responsible business activities. The goals of the 
SENER Foundation are: to spread the spirit of the founders of SENER, which is characterized by the search for 
scientific and technological knowledge; to apply this knowledge to engineering projects to better meet the 
needs of its environment and time; to support the work and/or training of people or groups that stand out for 
their ability and initiative, scientific or technological competence, and ethical responsibility; and to 
contribute to society’s moral and material progress through scientific and technological projects and 
programs. 

 
 
About SENER 
SENER is a private engineering and technology group founded in 1956. It seeks to offer its clients the most advanced 
technological solutions and enjoys international recognition, thanks to its independence and its commitment to innovation 
and quality. SENER has a workforce of nearly 6,000 professionals at its facilities in Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 

http://www.fundacionsener.es/FUNDACION/home/en
http://www.sener.es/home/en?swlang=en
http://www.fundacionsener.es/FUNDACION/home/en
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China, Colombia, Japan, Mexico, Poland, Portugal, South Korea, Spain, the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom, 
and the United States. The group’s turnover exceeds €1.305 billion (2014 data).  

SENER engages in the specific activities of Engineering and Construction. It also has industrial holdings in companies 
involved in Aeronautics, as well as in Energy and Environment. SENER’s Engineering and Construction division has become 
one of the world’s benchmark companies in the Aerospace, Infrastructure and Transport, Power, Oil & Gas, and Marine 
Engineering sectors.  

In 2016, SENER is celebrating its 60th anniversary with a long track record of projects, international 
experience and a team comprised of thousands of professionals who are the co-creators of the innovations 
that have marked its past and will shape its future.  
 

Follow us:         

https://youtu.be/_zH3gFVVJbg
http://www.linkedin.com/company/sener
http://www.youtube.com/user/senerengineering

